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U.S.Is Urged to Study Dlrectlon of Tel ‘ .

By David Burnham
Fﬁﬁakd1;‘u Taternational

CPY

: tlons Commission official
has told the White House
that the rising star of inter-
national television means
the Gavernment must con-

. sider some typé of control
over programs shown in for-
cign countries.

The suggestion was -made
in a memorandum by Ted-
son J. Meyers, administra-

. tive assistant to FCC Chair-
man Newton N. Minow,

The central recommenda-

was the establishment of an

“Office of International .
Television” to makeé sure
that the broadcasting re-
sources of the United States
develop “along lines most
beneficlal to the foreign pol-
icy of the Untted States.”

To accomplish this, Mey-
ers said. the new office
would have to decide
“whether it is desirable to
establish criteria for the
content of Amertean pro-
graming displayed overseas
—and if so, how such erl- ¢
teria should be détermined §
and applied.” :

The memorandum was
sent to Ralph A. Dungan, |
special assistant to Presi-
dent Kennedy.

Meyers said in a state-
ment: “I have heard of the
UPI 'story and I am con-
cerned lest it give the im-
pression that 1 have recom-
mended a form of program

. control for - international
television, :

“I'd like to make It em-
phatically clear that I have
nat recommended anything
of ‘the kind. It ix my own
bellef that whatever policy
is adopted must encourage
the greatest possible free-
dom of  communication
among nations.”

hert W. Sarnoff, Board
ch¥firman of the National
Broadcasting Co., said on s
Wednesday that the devel- -
opnient of international tel-
ecasting with the Telstar :-
satellite was no ground for .-
“governmental tampering”
with programs.

In a statementAlpnrt?ﬁ

T

tion of the Meyers study 1}

television editors, Sarnoff
said any attempt to “im-
prove” America’s image by

ch a step would be more
han offset by “the damage
one to that image by the
ery act of governmepul
ampering with free expres-
fon.”

Sarnoff also. seid that
hews programs ‘would e
‘the grist” of satellite-trans-
mitted programs, not West-
prns and detective stories.
Meyers anticipated the re-
hctlon of broadcasters to
his proposals.
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. Since the television fndus-
try guards itz freedgom
jealously, it “must be :as

sured prompﬂy' thlt'«fruh '
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LAWRENCE LAURENT is 3

on vacation. His column will
be resumed when he returus,
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Government Interest in th :

field does not’mark-the ¢
set of an era of “hu;
cratic medd!ing'" he’/ y
He also recomme gi§”
ing influendial -
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